
As a director it is my job to find the truth in every story and to tell that story with respect, humor and compassion; to understand the characters; their cause and effect. Each moment has its own breath and it is a director’s job to inspire their actors to find that breath, and to ensure the integrity of the world they create.
A play forces us to confront humanity; it’s right in front of us. There is no pause, no delete, no screen between the audience and the experience. It is an alluring world that brings our humanity to light, raw and natural. We experience it together, as director, actor, audience member, and community.  It’s fascinating and captivating when done right. 
I’ve always found myself surrounded by incredibly talented writers; they’re always shifting, searching and building new worlds from the ground up. My entire career I have had the pleasure of working with new scripts; from my first performance as an actor in a full length play based around the monologues in the play Runaways-by Elizabeth Swados, titled An Evening in the Life-by, S. Brian Jones to my Jr. year when I was cast in an original lyrical theatre/dance piece, Persephone, by Holly Twining.  Inspired, I then began to write and direct my own pieces. After graduation I was recruited by colleagues to direct new plays for short plays festivals, colleagues I am proud to say, who continue to call 20 years later. I now have my own company and am a founding member of The Playwrights’ Continuum as an actor, director and advisor. 
Throughout my career new works have chosen me, I have simply decided jump in on the adventure.  
Adam Rapp said:
 “…that is when theater is most exciting, when you want to stop someone from doing something…stop them from being seduced or manipulated. You want to save somebody’s life. That’s what’s possible in the theatre…that’s what I want to see”
Well so do I!  As a producer and Artistic Director, this is my challenge and my promise.
Respectfully,
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Nichole Donje’
Artistic Director
TAPt. (The Artsists’ Playground Theatre)
